THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST, 


DOCTRHV4I* AMD OUJTMO* EftftlALU 


■ THE dGITA TtOX Of TttOUUMTIS THIS BBUtfXi&U OF WISDOM.' 


abj^rilonahlc 1 rX|>rt-»*l'iTi* fuuiiil in »ny Article arv^iiixT for thi* rlETpart* 


ThP tolll'Hw rvwrve tin- rl<UMti i-rtM nil 

"iMIlhl 111 JlTl >" 

met)!; »th1 Ihr* hIuho *lmU In* the Jndur* 


"Nonls not 1 m mortal." 


HV I. M. (ilHSOV. 

Number i:i, current volume of the Bkethrex 
Evangelist, contained an article under the 
above caption written by brother, tifftCf or friend 
A. (wish people would always sign their name in 
lull) in which, we will nay, brother A. undertakes 
to prove that a soul is not. immortal and the eon 
elusion to which I am led, Irom a close perusal of 
the brother's article is, that the soul is the only 
thing truly mortal under the sun. 

To assert I hut a soul is immortal \a a contradic- 
tion of nothing that has a* yet been established. 
Of course it is a contradiction of soul -sleeping ; 
but the bare fact that there are a few ikmsoiis nho 
adherj to that |s?culiar doctrine, a doctrine not 
warranted bnt condemned by the Gospel, is no 
proof that it has beet) established, "If a soul is im- 
perishable, and exempt from death, hmv can it be 
paved?" It will require no effort whatever to save 
it from "annihilation," because there is no Pitch 
btate either in the moral or material universe : but 
it is saved from that final abode of misery which 
is in reserve for those, who refuse to accept the 
Gospel of Christ. Saved ! taken home to God, ta- 
ken into the abode of the blessed, — Heaven. 

We arc willing to admit that the soul of man 
is just as perishable as (not other earthly hut) 
earthly material fabrics, because earthly matter 
is indestructible. The fact that we are to fear God 
because be is able to destroy both soul and body 
Gehenna, is no proof that the soul is immortal. 
Again we admit that the "destruction of one is 
just as complete as the other," because both soul 
and body are in this instance merely put away 
from God's eternal home, and there is to be no 
ceasing of either ; simply destroyed from his 
presence — not annihilated, from the fact that com- 
ing up out of the region occupied by those "de- 
stroyed" souls will be. "weeping, wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth." and it would be very peculiar 
to hear wailing and gnashing of teeth issuing 
from blank space inhabited by insensible nothing. 

"The souls of the redeemed will enter immortal 
bodies." What is wanted with a mortal sou) in 
an immortal body V And where has the soul 
been from the time it parted company with the old 
body, till it enters the new V It is important to 
notice that in the Scripture, the soul is never men- 
tioned as being revived from a state of insensibility 
at the resurrection. Although the person is fre- 
quently said to die and rise from the dead ; yet the 
inspired writers repeatedly explain that it is the 
body aid not the soul that is to be raised from the 
dead. "Who shall change our vile body that it 
may be like unto his glorious body." Now the 
language is perfectly intelligible and consistent on 
the supposition that the soul survives the body, or 
passes into another state of conscious existence ; 
but is utterly unaccountable on the supposition 
that the whole man, sonl and body, lies in the 
grave and is raised from the dead. The Scrip- 
tures frequent I v speak of both the soul and body 
with reference to death and the fnture state, and 
and are very distinct as to the resurrection of the 
body ; but no mention of a resurrected soul. Why 
ia this ? It is the body, not the soul, that is to bo 
quickened : the reason is obvious ; it is the body 
not the soul that dies. 

"I am the God of Abraham and the God of 
Isaac and the God of Jacob." Christ said, "God 
is not the God of the dead, but the God of the liv- 
ing." That is, plainly God spoke these words to 
Moses some hundred years after Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob were dead, as to their bodies ; and yet 
they were still living as to their souls. In other 
words He spoke of living men whose bodies had 
long since mouldered to dust. 

Peter said that, "Christ went and preached un- 
to the spirits in prison wbieh sometimes were diso- 
bedient, when once the long suffering of God 
waited in the days of Noah." Just how a dead 
spirit could preach to a dead spirit to any edifica- 
tion U a matter of conjecture. 


Again, in the case of the rich man and Lazarus, 
the rich man is represented as saying, "Send Laza- 
rus to cool my tongue, for I am tormented in these 
flames. Bend an angel to warn my brethren lest 
they, too, come into this place of torment." Where 
is this incident located? Undoubtedly on this 
side of the resurrection ; liecause the answer was, 
"They have Moses and the prophets," and they 
could hardly have Moses after or beyond the res- 
urrection. I am aware that the advocates of 
sonl- sleeping, finding this parable in their way, 
have unwittingly located it after the resurrection. 
We say unwittingly, from the fact that if it is af- 
ter that time, then an easy and eternal farewell to 
the annihilation of the wicked in the future world ; 
because Dives is there, is conscious, is scheming 
for his brethren, and is able to talk. If on the 
other hand it is before the resurrection, then soul- 
sleeping is an intangible nothing that will trouble 
us neither here nor in the other world. Unconscious 
souls are not tormented by flames, neither do 
they care for water, nor are they exercised over the 
fate of any one in this world. 

Charles Wesley understood the "Rules of Rheto- 
ric and Poetry Writing," — was well versed in it, or 
followed those rules unconsciously as did Demos- 
thenes, Pericles, and other great orators of ancient 
Gneccand Rome, audio the good old hymn — 


"A charge to keep I have, 
A God to glorify, 
A never dying soul tu Btive 
And ill It for the sky." 

Reply. — On the premise the brother's argu- 
ments are indefinite. He has drawn no plain dis 
ti notion between the soul and the body. His 
criticism is based upon supposition more than upon 
the article in question. The definition given to 
immortality was, exemption from liability to die, 
etc. Now, after the judgment, those whoBe names 
shall not be found in the Lamb's book of life shall 
be cast into the lake of fire that burnuth with fire 
and brimstone *, and that is to be the second death. 
Where will the souls oi the damned be, if they do 
not die that death ? Think of immortality which 
was brought to light by Jesus Christ, in hell. 
Where was immortality before Christ brought it 
to light t It was with God, and it is there yet, 
and we want it, and we can get it by obeying the 
truth. 

Our worthy brother criticises the expression 
about "other fabrics": he says, "not other earthly 
fabrics." We wrote "any other fabric or earthly 
object," instead of what he intimates. 

He asks, "What is wanted with a mortal soul in 
an immortal body f We ha^e not even said that 
souls are mortal, yet the plain inference that the 
ordinary reader would draw, is that such was a 
statement made in the article reviewed. Brethren, 
in your reviews and criticisms be careful not to 
surmise points and reply to them. 

We desire to know whether the soul is immortal 
or whether it is perishable. If it is perishable, it 
needs to be saved ; if it is immortal, it cannot suf- 
fer, and cannot be destroyed. 

The soul will never be exempt from the possi- 
bility of suffering pain, anguish or torments, so 
long as it remains outside of an immortal habita- 
tion — immortal body. When once it is clothed 
upon with the house eternal in the heavens — im- 
mortal body — then it will not be susceptible to 
pain and anguish. Therefore we groan — that is 
the soul does — not to be naked, but clothed with 
the house that is from heaven. After the soul is 
in the immortal body, it is safe from all harm and 
suffering. 

In the hymn, "A charge to keep I have," the 
ehange proposed does not destroy the metre, or in- 
fringe upon any law of versification. The "rules 
of rhetoric and poetry writing are not broken. 

A. 


IMgalty. 

1»Y J, r. MARTIN. 

Does it mean that because you are wealthier 
than your friends that you should treat them as 
inferior to yourself. D ics it license you to treat 
with contempt that which doe* not moot your 
ideal ; Does it mean that you should make a social 
boor of yourself depending on your money and an 
empty head as qualifications? If so you rniy have 
it alii— i dignified donkey. 

Very often we think our dignity is wrouged 
when only our vanity has been wounded, and as 
frequently we believe we are dignified when we are 
only set Ash ; when laboring under such mistaken 
notions we are likely to overshadow our usefulness 
with a contemptable show of nonsense. 

Great men are not exempt from making mistakes 
in this direction. Frequently men who by their elo- 
quent logic have swayed legislative bodies, and 
moulded from chaotic disorder questions of ponder- 
ous import, have decti guilty, on account of imag- 
inary wrong, of belitt lei ug themselves even in the 
estimation of the vulgar, simply because they im- 
agined their dignity was attacked, when only their 
vanity was approached ; but it looks so selfish that 
their last friends can make no excuse for them. 


Morrows of Life. 

BY SUSIE E LGEIlY. 

O, what joy, wbat comfort for the weary soldier 

of the Cross, who is traveling the rough road of 

life, beset with temptations, disappointments and 

sorrows : yea, I say, what comfort in the thought, 

that 

"Earth ha* no loirowH 
Heaven can nut lieal." 

Do we ever stop to consider tor a moment, that no 

matter how heavy the burden of grief, how many 

our sorrows be, Heaven can heal them all ? 

But the unconverted man : where does he find 
comfort in the gloomy hour? Does he look to 
God tor comfort ? Does he lift his eyes toward 
heaven, and say, "Heaven can heal my sorrows ?" 
Nay, we believe he does not. Is there anything 
in the world, for which he mainly lives, that can 
make him truly happy ? Nay, he may be happy 
for a moment, but our earthly joys ; how fleeting 
they are ! 

We must look beyond this earth for the true 
happiness which never ends — look to the One who 
dwells supreme in the "house not made with hands 
eternal in the heavens." He alone can direct our 
wandering footBtcps in the way that leads to life 
eternal, beyond this vale of tears. 

How many of us are living to-day, who have 
not been bereft of a dear loved one : perhaps a kind 
father or a fond mother. And to the unconverted 
how heart-rending must be that time when he must 
follow a loved one to the grave : what anguish 
bis heart must suffer, as he sees that dear one low- 
ered into the tomb, resting on the full assurance 
that they shall meet no more. On the other hand 
wbat comfort to the broken heart to know that in 
heaven we'll meet again. Such a trial should dis- 
solve the firmest heart and cause the vilest sinner 
to turn from his evil ways, and learn to serve his 
Master ere it is to late. 

Heed, oh, sinner, the voice of Him who has said, 
"Come unto me and I will give you rest." Then, 
when the sorrows of life, come thronging upon you 
and you are weary and oppressed, you can look to 
heaven with a pare heart and say i 

''Earth tiaa no tomnra 
Heaven cannot heal." 


fonder. 
That disciple who is entering into giddy society 
and unholy amusements on the plea that Christian- 
ity need not be so strictly interpreted as it is by 
spiritually -mindod persons, would do well to pon- 
der with prayer this sayhig of a learned and an- 
cient father : "We convict the mind of sin when 
we convict it of preferring the lower things, and 
forsaking the higher to enjoy them." — Skl. 


to 
do 
let 


Carelessness. 
Do nothing carelessly, and then, I venture 
Bay, that with the ability you have, you will 
most things well. Be exact in all you do, nor 
the least matter pass you unexamined. In your 
reading, too, investigate your subject, and be not 
satisfied with skimming on the surface of things, 
but make an attempt to grasp the whole. Paying 
attention to particulars, as well as generalities, wilt 
by degrees give you a habit of mental observation, 
while at the same time it will deepen your knowl- 
edge. But endeavor to gain heavenly wisdom. Do 
not forget to bear your needs and your heart in 
private before God, that he may grant you his 
grace and direct all your future path in life ! 


